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| 7 be Publiſher to the Reader. 


Was adviſed by ſome Pious Perſons, who 
deſire Peace and Union among Chriftians, - 
to reprint this Difcourſe lately publiſhed . 


at Edinburgh, in hopes of its good Effect on all 


Impartial Readers. 

The Arguments being wholly ** are 
not only convincing, but managed with ſo 
much Charity, that few Books of Controverſy 
in Religion can Expect a better Reception. 

Indeed the — the Author bears in 


the World, would much recommend this Diſ- 


courſe, were it proper to name him: But 
he having no other Aim but purely to do- 
Good, will not allow i it. 


BOOKS * 


Yno 


BOOks Printed for Fohn Wyat at the Roſe in 
S. Paul's Church-yard. 
XN Account of Church Government and Governours 


under the following Heads. 1. Of Church Power 
in general, and whence it is derived. 2. Of the King's 


Supremacy. 3. Of the ſeveral Orders of the Clergy. 


4. That Biſhops, and Prieſts are diſtin& Orders proved from 
Scripture and the Teſtimonies of the Church. 5. Of the 
College of Presbyters and the manner how the Biſhop 
lived with his Clergy. 6. Of the Original of Pariſhes and 
Pariſh Prieſts. 7. Of Deacons. 8. Of Archdeacons. g. 


Oft Arch-Prieſts, or Rural Deans. 10. Of Biſhops Chan- 


cellors. 11. Of Biſhops Suffragan. 12. Of Arch-Biſhops, 
or Metropolitans. 13. Of the Election of Biſhops in the 


Primitive Church. 14. Of Feuds, or Benefices. 15. Of 


Inveſtitures and the Conteſts about them in the Church of 
England, and the Empire. 16. Of the manner of Elections 
in England. 17. Of the Conge D Eflire. 18. Of the Infe- 
riour Orders of the Clergy not retained in the Church of 
Eugland. Octavo. Price 3 5. | . 
The Diſſenting 1 in Religion Cenſured and 
condemned from the — JJ FRET... - 
The plain Man's preſervative from the Error of the 
Anabaptiſts, ſhewing the Profeſſors of the Eſtabliſhed Re- 


ligion how they may Defend the Baptiſm they Received 
in their Infancy againſt them. Both by —_— Dorring- 


ton, Rector of Wittreſham in Kent. Price 6 | 
The Divine Feudal Law, or Covenants with Mankind 


Repreſented. In which alſo the Principles of the Lutheran * 
Churches are ſtated and Defended. By the late Famous 


Samuel Baron Puffendorfe. Price 4 5. 


ERRATA. 


a Ae 13. uo 29. read Porſeontion p. 17.1.9 r. I am of Paul. p. 27. 
31. I. done. p. 31. I. 36. after texts r. are. p. 32, I, 33. r po er o 
at and Fasbyters, —— f 


MODEST PROOF 


OF 1 H E 
Order and Government | 


Settled by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 


IN THE 


CH URCH. 


* deſign is at preſent, to repreſent to the 
World, what was the primitive Model, or Form 
of Chureh- Government; what was ſertl'd. by | 
ki our Saviour, and his Apoſtles, in this point; 
and that from what is recorded of the matter in the Books 
of the New Teſtament : This is evident from the Title- - 
page; and the end of this undertaking is in order to let 
all Parties contending for various Forms ſee which is re- 
Ally the right one, with which if they compare their own 
they may be enabl d to continue it or reject it as it agrees 
with, or deviates from the firſt Inſtitution. 
Now the Church however harraſſed and diſquieted, with 
a great variety of Diſputes and Debates, about points of 
Dectrine and Diſcipline; yet heard little or no noiſe made, for 
above 1400 years, about this point of Church-Government. 
One 4er:us ſtarted a debate, but had ſo few to ſecond him 
that it died with himſelf, and left his name on record 
among Hcreticks. 
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The Goodly Order and Government inſtituted by Chriſt, 

ftood firm for many Ages; and under it the Church flou- 
riſhed, and the Chriftian Religion mightily prevailed, not- 

” withſtanding the violent Pechronning of. thoſe times: But 
at length it was invaded, and ſuppreſſed by the Uſurpa- 
tion and Tyranny of the Roman Papacy. A ſecular Power, 

and Pomwinjn was ſet up; afid the Doctsine, Worſbip, and 
Diſcipline of the Church, following the fate of its Govern- 


ment, were corrupted, Error, 2 Idolatry and 


Tyranny, the Pillars of the Papal Kingdom, were intro- 
duced: And all maintained, on the one hand, by a moſt 
falſe and 5 Pretenſion to an Abſolute infallible 
Power and Authority derived from Chriſt; and on the 


other, by a moſt horrid and cruel Perſecution of all who. 


Aid dur mutter the leaſt Diſſent, "Ts 
Thus lay the Church for ſome Ages, groaning under 


this Anti- chriſtian Uſurpation, ſtruggling and wreſtling even 


unto Blood and Martyrdom, to recover its Primitive Pu- 
rity and 1 It pleaſed the Lord at length, to —.— 
it in part, and te retrieve its Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſci pline 
** 1 by a fongwiſh'd for 222 75 Ake 
formation which had keen much more h A 
had not the Adverſary ſcattered his Tares among the good 
Seed which ſprung: up in Briars and Thorns: Had not ſome 
Doctrines and Cuſtoms, maintained by . one part of the 
Reformed Church, and rejected by an other, occaſioned 


hot diſputes, which gave no leſs diſturbance to the Church, 


than they yielded Plcafure and Diverſion to the Common E- 
nete s. | 3 | | es 
Among other differences this was one; that while the 


greateſt and moſt confiderable part of the Reformed Church, 


retained the Ancient Order and Government, and vindica- 
Cal. Inſt. lib: ted it from the Uſurpations and Encroachments of the Pa- 
4. Cap. 10.6, pecy , Others (upon what confiderations I ſhall not 
32. ne occlefia enquire.) were pleaſed to fet up a new Form and Model 
ecelefiam con- of Policy, with a-modeſt kind proteſtation, that theſe their 
temnat ob ex= 1. f 3 
:87na diſci- different Meaſures, ſhou'd be no Ground of breach be- 
Flins varieta- tween them, and other Reformed Churches: But this did 
zem. not prevent Diſputes upon that Head, and every Church 

defending its own. Model, as moſt agreeable to the firſt 

Inſtitution, the debate came to that height, as to occaſion 
PT a fad 
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(3) 
2 fad Rupture and Schiſm ; a Schiſm which has produc'd 
no where more woful effects, than in theſe three King- 
doms: What Alienatien of Minds among profeſſors of t 
ſame Reformed Religion, what Confuſions and Barbarous 
Cruelties, what Convulſions and Revolutions in Church 


f- 


and State, what Publick and Private Miſchiefs,have ſprun 


from this Root of Bitterneſs, the Hiſtories of the pa 
Age, give a very ſad and lamentable Account: And a- 


bove all, the malignant Influence it hath had on Religion, 
to obſtruct the Life and Practice of true Chriſtianity, can- 
not be ſufficiently regretted. 154 5 e342 
I doubt not but the Common Enemy, and they whoſe 


trade it is to fiſh in Muddy Waters, have been very active 
to blow this Coal; but that which hath ſometimes made this 


Debate break forth in Veſuvian Flames, and be diſputed 


with Fire and Sword, with Blood and Wounds, is, That 


it hath been incorporated into, and joyned with other Po- 


litical Debates and State- differences; Ir were eaſie to de- 


monſtrate this, did not the evidence of it render it need- 


leſs; that Political Intereſis and States diſfiremces, have all a- 


long been inter woven with this conteſt about Church Go- 
vernment, and have fupported and maintained it: And 
perhaps at the Bottom, tis none of the leaſt prejudices a- 
gainſt Epiſcopacy, that they of that perſwaſion have gene- 
Ly aflirees the juſt Rights and Prerogatives of Princes, as 
the ſureſt Foundation of a Kingdoms Happineſs and Tran- 


Anillity; and accordingly have maintained the DoRrifies 


of Non-reſiſtance, and Paſſive Obedience, &c. whereas itsRi- 
val Government hath been chought by forme, mors fervice- 
able for Checking and Curbing the. Power of Princes. Cer- 
tain it is, there is too much of a Carnal and worldly Spirit, 
that keeps this Debate ſo long alwe ; and there is little 
hopes it will die, till Chriſtians be more! animated with 
the true Spirit and Temper of. the Goſpel. 

Iam ſenſible there have been very many Volumes which 
have appear'd in the World upon this Argument, which 
may ſeem, or be expected to have exhauſted the Subject 
on both ſides; and this may be a prejudice againſt my 


T Cor. Ze ; 4 | 


preſent undertaking, as ſuperfluous: And the little good 


effect choſe Volumes have had, may make it be look d ap- 
on as Preſumption in me to fancy that what I have to 


B 2 offen 


offer will do any good, where ſo little has been effected 


(4) 

by thoſe that have gone before me. But I remember the 
Story of Spiridion, a famous Biſhop for Piety, Hoſpitality 
and many Miracles, who, is ſaid, to have confounded, at 
the Council of Nice, a certain Philoſopher, 'who by the 
ſubtilty of his Arguments againſt Chriſtianity, ſought to 
imbaraſs the Biſhops. Spiridion takes the Diſcourſe, and 
E the Philoſopher, in the Name of Chriſt, to hear 
him; and ſo goes on, repeating the Articles of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, which, when the Philoſopher heard, with 


great Aſtoniſhment he ſaid ; So long as any reaſoned with me, 


J oppoſed other Reaſons ; but now when GOD ſpeaks to me, by 
the Mouth of that old Man, I am not able to anſwer, I find a 
ſeeret force upon my Spirit, convincing me and perſwading me. 
I ſhall with God's Affiſtance, follow the Method of this 
holy Man, in giving as plain and Impartial an Account 
of the Order and Government inſtituted by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles in the Chriſtian Church, as I am able to collect 
from the ſacred Records.of the New. Teſtament, to which 
I purpoſe cloſely to adhere. Poſſibly, what I. offer 
may have as good effect upon ſome of my Readers, as 
the good Biſhop's like Conduct upon another Occaſion, 
had with the Philoſopher : And a clear, and full View 
of the firſt Scriptural Inſtitution of Church Government 
ſet before our Eyes, may enable all. Parties to ſee moſt 


clearly which of the Forms now; contended for and 


promoted. bid faireſt to be true Copies. of the Divine Ori- 
ginal. 1225 . . | 

To proceed- the more Methodically, I ſhall produce 
what I have ta ſay upon this, great Subject, under theſe 
four Heads. 8 +, 1 


| J. Firſt, I. will tl whit ſacred Offices, were inſti- 
tuted by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, in the Church. 
II. Secondly, I will make it appear, how theſe Offices 


were diſtinguiſn d, and demonſtrate an Imparity among 


them. 


III. Thirdly, I willexamine whether any of them were 
extraordinary and temporary, and prove that they were 


not; but deſignd to be perpetual, and ſtanding in the 


Church. . | 
42: IV. Fourchly, 
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IV. Fourthly, ſuppoſing theſe Offices to be ſtanding, 


J. will ſhew who ſucceed in them, and rightly execute 


them to this day. 


I. Firſt, then, I am to ſhew what ſacred Offices were 
inſtituted by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles in the Church. 


When our bleſſed Lord appeared in his publick Mini- 
ſtry, in the beginning thereof he called many unto him, 
to be his ordinary Attendants, of whom, ſome had been 
trained up under Fohn's Miniſtry ; Theſe were in a pecu- 
tiar manner his Diſciſples, in diſtinction from the Multi- 


tude of Proſelites, who were gained by his preaching and 


Miracles; and he made uſe of the Miniſtry of theſe 
his Diſciples, in baptizing ſuch as were proſelyred, 


As thoſe were baptiz d, who were made Proſelytes John 4. v. 
under the old Diſpenſation. The Eminent Prophets whom 


GOD raiſed up to his People, gathered a School or Col- 


ledge of Diſciples, called The Sons of the Prophets, who were 
trained up under their Inſpection and Diſcipline to the: 


1. 2. 


—— 


Prophetieal Office: So it is to be conceiv'd of the Diſci- 


ples of John the Baptiſt, and of our Lord, that they were. 
as two Seminaries wherein many were trained up, under 
the Diſcipline and Inſtruction of theſe two eminent Maſters 


as Candidates for the Goſpel Miniftry : Our bleſſed Lord 
being thus attended, with his Diſciples, Marth. 9, went a- 
bout, in his own Perſon, all the Cities and Villages, 
<« teaching in their Synagogues, and preaching the Go- 


© ſpel of the Kingdom, and healing every Sickneſs and 
© every Diſeaſe among the People. And when he ſaw 


the Multitudes come Flocking to him from all quarters, 
* he was moved with Compatflion on them, becauſe they 


© fainted (. being "tis lite earied with their lng Fournies ). 


© herd. Then ſaid he to his Diſciples, the Harveſt truly is 


v. 35. 


- 


© plenteous, but the Labourers are few, pray ye the. 


© Lord of the Harveſt, that he fend forth Labourefs to 
his Harveſt. Upon this S. Mark tells us, © (He goeth un- Mark the zu. 
«© to a Mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would, Y- 13 14. _ 
and they came unto him. S. Luke adds, That he went “' . 
« to this Mountain to pray, and continued all night ii 
prayer to GOD, and when it was day, he called unto 


e Him 


© and were ſcattered abroad as Sheep having no Shep- v. 36. 37. 38. 


h (6) 1 
li © him his Diſciples, and of them he choſe and ordained 
= © twelve, that they ſhould be with him, and that he might 
Ii c ſend them forth to preach; whom alſo he named 4-7 O- 
ü 7 STLES. . 
| . Some time after, He called theſe twelve together, and gave 
i" 1. 2. 7 them Power and Authority over all Devils, and to cure Diſeaſes, 
is and ſent them forth to preach the Kingdom of GOD, and to heal 
1 the Sick; We have their Commitivn at large Mth. 10. 
| After their return from executing which firſt Commiſſion, 
It they continue with their Maſter as his conſtant Attendants; 
| and we read not, that, during his abode on Earth, they 
were ſent forth a ſecond time ; until he gave them their 
= laſt and full Commiſſion, a little before his Aſcenſion. 
if Luke*10. Some time after the return of the Apoſtles, He appointed 
N | other ſeventy, and ſent them forth, with the ſame Commiſſion 
1 and the ſame Power, that he had ſent the Apoſtles, to 
1 | preach the Goſpel, to caſt out Devils, to heal Diſeaſes, 
and almoſt in all things with the ſame inſtructions, con- 
cerning their Conduct: which makes the Continuator of 
Pool's Annotations on the place, ſay, How ſome come to imagine 
a difference of Order betwixt them and the, Apoſtles, I cannot 
Col. Inſt. lib- rell: Yet Calvin ſeruples not to call them, in dignity leſs 
J. Cap. 3. Sect, than the Apoſtles, next in Office to them, deſigned by 
| b —_ Chriſt in the ſecond place after the Apoſtles. _ . 
: 4 Here We ſee, in what a ſolemn manner, Chriſt inſtitu- 
proæimi, quos ted the firſt and prime Offieers of his Church, who are 
| fecundo ab A. particularly deſcribed by their Number, Names, and that 
eee loco. honourableDeſignation by which he called them: Whom 
Coriftus le- he ally named Apoſtles. 3 2 
Indeed all the difference expreſſed in theſe :wo Miſſious, 
is, that we read not of ſuch a. ſolemn Inauguration of the 
| ſeventy. unto their Office, as of the Twelve; and that the 
1 Twelve were particularly honoured with the Title of A. 
Il POSTLES, even before they were ſent forth (of the 
importance of which Name, we ſhall afterwards inquire ); 
but the ſeventy, though they were ſent forth immediately 
by Ghriſt, are no where ſo call:d, but only Diſciples. But 
though their Commiſſion was much the ſame, with what 
was given to the Apoftles, (who had not as yet received 
their full Commiſſion) ot it is moſt: certain, that they were 
two diftintt Orders of Goſpel Miniſters : they are never 
numbered together, but in two diſtin Claſſes. 8 
poſtles 
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poſtles are ſtill nee and not eighty two; And (which puts 
it beyond all queſtion ) when a Vacancy falls in the Col- 


ledge of Apeſtles, by the Apoſtacy of Judas, what a ſolemn 4#: 1. 


Work was there, at the Tranſlation of one from the Num- 
ber of Diſciples, that he might be reckoned and number- 
ed with the Eleven, and ſucceed to Judas his Apoſtle-ſhip? ' 

Thus have we ſeen two Orders of Goſpel Miniſters in- 
ſtituted by Chriſt himſelf. There is a third Order inſti- 


tuted by his Apoſtles, bat of · Deacons. The cccafion, de- 


ſign, and manner of inftituting this new Order, we have 


fully ſet down in the Sixth Chapter of the 4#s of the 


holy Apoſtles, from the firſt to the Seventh wer/e. 
Of this Inſticution I - fhall only obſerve; That ir was 


made by the rwelve Apoſtles, to whom the Government of 


the Church was principally committed, and who had 
Power and Authority to inſtitute new Offices and Of- 
ficers as the Exigence of the Church ſhould require; That 
theſe Deacons were appointed and ſet apart to their Office 


by the Apoſtles, with the Ceremony of Prayer and Impoſition 


Hands, which was uſual in deſigning and appointing 
erſons to any ſacred Office, in the Goſpel Miniſtry: - 
And further, that theſe Deacons thus ſeparated and ordain- - 
ed were inveſted with ſome ſhare of the Apoftolick Office, 
particularly of Preaching and Baptizing, as well as mana- 
ging the publick Stock of the Church, which they exerted 
in ſubordination to the Apoſtles, under their Inſpection and 
by their Direction; That Stepben was a Preacher (and 
the reſt of them, of whom we have nothing on record, 
ſave tlieir Names) as well as Philip, cannot be doubted. 
Stephen by his. Zeal in propagating the Goſpel, became 
the firſt Martyr ; and of Philip we expreſly read, that by 
his Preaching he converted Samaria and initiated the Con-- 
verts there, into the Chriſtian Profeſſion by Bapriſm. 


Hence we afterwards find him dignified with the ho- 44s 8. and 
norable Title of Philip the Evangeliſt, though but one 21. 2. 


of the Seven. | 
This:I obferve to ſhew, the vaſt difference betwixt 


_ theſe Goſpel Deacons inſtituted and ordained by the Apoſtles, . 
and rhoſe who are named Deacons under the Presbyterian Mo- 


del, without any Ordination or Power to Preach or Bap- 
tize that none may be impoſed upon by the bare Name, 
to think them to be of Divine or Apoſtolick Inſtitution. 

| | Thus 


it Thus much ſhall ſerve to ſhew what I promis d in the 
i firſt place, what ſacred Offices were inſtituted by Chriſt, 
1 and his Apoſtles in the Church. Fo 


II. I now come to what I promis d in the ſecond place, 
to make it appear how theſe Offices were diſtinguiſhed; 
and to demonſtrate an imparity among them. 
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Now of the laſt mentioned, there is no debate; all ac- 
knowledge that Deacons were different from, and inferiour 
to the two former. Offices of Apoſtles, and the Seventy; 
tis of theſe two that ſome are pleas'd to pronounce that 
they are one and the ſame; whereas what I have already 
obſerved of their Inſtitution, plainly ſhows them to have 
been diſtin& Offices; and they are every where ſpoken of 
it . in Scripture as ſuch: particularly. in that enumeration of 
1 Goſpel Offices, 2 Cor. 12. 28. God hath ſet in his Church, firſt 
| Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers: Are all Apoſtles, 
i are all Prophets, are all Teachers? Though every Apoſtle, 
5 ; wasa Prophet and Teacher, the Superiour Order including 
[ | the inferiour ; yet every Prophet and Teacher, was not 
; 
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an Apoſtle (as for the reſt in that Enumeration, they are 
not diſtin& Offices, but various and different Powers and 
ri . Gifts where with the Goſpel Officers were endued. ) 
| R Suppoſing then the Deacons inferiour to the Apoſtles 
and Seventy, the queſtion: is concerning the elde who 
were called Apoſtles, and the ſeventy and others of their Order, 
who go by the name of Prophets, in a Goſpel Senſe ; Mi- 
47s 15. 32. fiſters of the Word and Sacraments, ſuch as Fudas and 
Eph. 2.0. Silas were; who are alſo call'd Prophets,  Ewangeliſts, Pa- 
_ 3-5» fors and Teachers, in- the 4th Chapter to the Eph.ſians and 
Cor. 14. 3. the 11th verſe. ' 1 Ee 2 
I Say, the queſtion is whether theſe. Prophets, P.;ftors 
and Teachers and FEvingelifts, were of the ſame Office and 
Order with the Apeſtlis? Or, whether they were of a Di- 
ſtinci Offce and Order, and inferiour to that of the Apoſtles ? 
For clearing this we muſt conſider their Commiſſions and the 
FE xercile of the'r Othce confurmable to their Commillions. 
15 And firſt of the pf All that their firſt Commiſſion 
N | did bear, was to Preach the Gol;7cl and to Adminitter 
if the Ordinances of Religion; and this was all the exerciſe 
cf their Aroftolick Office that we read of, during Chriſt's 
| bodily 
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bodily -preſence wich them, and in this (as I ſaid) they dif- 
fered little from the ſeventy: But when Chriſt was to leave 
the Earth, having finiſhed the work of our Redemption, He 
enlarged their Commiſſion, and put them in actual exerciſe of 
their Apoſtolick Power and Office. All power ( ſays he) Matth. 29. 
z given unto me in Heaven and in Earth, go ye therefore and I. 18. 
Diſciple all Nations, Baptizing them in the Name of the Father 
and of the Son , and of the Holy Ghoſt , teaching them to obſerve 
all things whatſoever I have Commanded you, and lo, T am with : 

you alway even ro the end of the World, And he lifted up his Luke 24, 50. 
hands , and Bleſſed them, and ſaid unto them, As my Father John 20, 21. 
| ſent me, ſo do I ſend you; © and thus ſaying , he breathed” 
«© upon them, and ſaid unto them, receive ye the Holy | 
«© Ghoſt, whoſe ſoever Sins ye forgive, they are forgiven, 
ce and whoſe ſoever Sins ye retain, they are retained. We aas.. | 
read moreover, © That through the Holy Ghoſt he gave 
© Commandments to his Apoſtles whom he had choſen, to 
© whom he ſhewed himſelf alive after his Sufferings, by 
* many infallible Signs, being ſeen of them for the ſpace 
* of Forty Days, and ſpeaking unto them, of the things 


w « pertaining to the Kingdom of God. 


All «this : Commiſſion and Inſtruction was given par- Cave's Antiq. 
ticularly to the Apoſtles, as being his Prime and Special Apoſt. Intro- 
Delegates, whom he intruſted with the Affairs of his duct. 5. 1. 3 
Church, to Act and do, in his Name and his Authority: 
And this is the Common Notion and Importance of . 

Word Apoſtle, according to the uſe of the Word among 

the Fews: He is a Meſſenger endued with peculiar Let- 

ters of Authority and Commiſſion, whereby he Acts as 

Proxy and Deputy of him who ſends him; and it is a 

Proverb among the Jes, that every Man's" Apoſtle i as 

himſelf: what he does by Vertue of his Commiſſion, is 

look d upon to be as firm and valid, as if the Perſon him- 

felf had done it. „ 5 5 | 

- Theſe-Twetse then whom Chriſt named. Apoſtles , were 

to repreſent his Perſon, to act as his Special "Ambaſſadors, 

to communicate his Will and Mind, to preach and propa- : 
ate his Goſpel, to inſtru& and diſciple the World in the 


” 


octrines and Precepts of Chriftianity , and on this Do- 
Arine to found and mocks. Church, and to govern the 
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11 | 
fame in his Name and Authority, conſtituting and ordam- 
ing Miniſters of Religion, ſettling good Order, and di- 
ſpoſing all Affairs for the Edification of the Church, de- 
termining and 8 Controverſies in Religion, com- 
poſing Differences, inſpecting and ſuperintending the or- 
dinary Paſtors in the Diſcharge of their Office, cenſuring 
and puniſhing Contumacious Offenders, and looſing ſuch 
as were Penitent. This the Apoſtle calls the Care of all 
the Churches, eſpecially them of his Province; for, though 
their Commiſion was unlimitted and univerſal, not only 


in reſpect of Power, to diſcharge all Acts of Religion, re- 


lating either to Miniſtry or Government; but alſo in reſpect 
of Place, not being confined to any particular Province, 
but ſent to the whole World; yet for the more orderly 
executing their Commiſſion, : they are ſaid , by the Anci- 
ents, to have parcelled the World among them; and ſome- 
thing like this ſeems to be inſinuated on two ſeveral occa- 
ons by St. Paul himſelf. . = oth 
This Power and Authority conveyed by Commiſion to 
the Apoſtles, was equally conferred upon all of them: 
Whatever Order there was among them, yet no Superiority 
or Power of one Apoſtle above another: Though Paw; 
with reſpe& to his former State, counted himſelf the leaſt 
of all the Apoſtles, being before a Perſecutor, and one 
born out of time, as he werds it. Yet as to Power and 
2. he owns himſelf not Inferior even to the chiefeſt 
Apoſtles. — 7 
7 nd as their Office was high and eminent, no lefs were 
the Gifts and- Endowments , by which they were qualified 
for it: They had been Eye and Ear witneſſes of Chriſt's 
Life, Doctrine, Miracles; and betides the benefit of his 
publick Miniſtry , -had enjoyed the Advantage of his pri- 
vate Converſe, and were well acquainted with all the 
Paſſages of his Life, at leaſt from his entring into his pub- 
lick Miniſtry, till the Day of Aſcenſion: They were imme- 
diately taught and inſtructed by him in all things, per- 
taining to the Kingdom of GOD: he had opened their 
Minds to underſtand the Scriptures, and endued them with 
the Holy Ghoſt, to guide them into all Truth, ſo that they 
wert infatibly ſecured from Error, in delivering the Do- 


ctrinss 


J | 
| 0 i TRE, | 
crrines and Principles of Chriſtianity > And to confirm their 
Doctrine, they were endued with many Extraordinary Gifts 


and Powers, to work Miracles, to heal all manner of Diſ- 


caſes, to Kaſt out Devils, to ſpeak with divers Tongues, 
to interpret ſtrange Tongues, to foretel Things to come, 
to diſcern Spirits, to inflict Corporal Puniſhments. on No- 
torious Sinners; and (which was peculiar to them) they 
had Power to confer theſe Extraordinary Gifts upon 
others, 4 OH ; 
Thus have I given you an account of the Commiſſion 


by which the Apoſtles acted, I come now to conſider the 


Commiſſion given. to the other. Order of Church Officers, 
inſtituted by. Chriſt, the Seventy Diſciples ; in whom the 


Order of Presbyters and ordinary Paſtors and Teachers 1s ſup- 


poſed to be founded: Now, as it is already ſhewn, They 
received their Commiſſion immediately from Chriſt, as 
well as the Apoſtles, and were authorized to preach the 
Goſpel, and endued with Extraordinary Gifts of worn 
Miracles, healing Diſeaſes, &c. and unto them no lels 


* 


than unto the Apoſtles, Chriſt ſaid, He that heareth you, bear- 
eth me, and he that rejefteth you, rejecteth me, and he that re- 
jecteth me, rejecteth him that ſent me. So that in their Mea- 
ſure and Proportion, ſo far as their Commiſſion extended, 
they were Chriſt's Meſſengers and Ambaſſadors alſo, though 
not in the ſame Order and Quality with the Apoftles, as we 


have ſeen in part already. EE: | 
Indeed from the Account we have of them and their 
Miniſtry in the Sacred Hiſtory, we cannot frame a more 
juſt and true. Notion of this Second Order of · Cbureb Officers , 
than that they were inſtituted to be ¶Miſtauts and Helpers to 
the Apoſtles in the Work of the Gaſpel. | 
And I know nothing which will give us a better Rea- 
ſon for this Notion than this Conſideration, that as it was 
the ſame Lord and Law-giver, the ſame Master- builder, 
who had framed the Civil and Feclefiaft ical Policy among 
the Jeus, under the Legal Diſpenſation, who does Ere& 


Luke 10, 16 


this New Fabrick of his Goſpel-Church; ſo tis reaſonable to 
expect as great a Symmetry and Proportion between the 


one and the other, as the Difference. of the two Diſprnſa- 
tions will allow: And it is the Opinion of many Ancient 
and Modern Divines, Tnat our Bleſſed Lord in many of 
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(36 _ 
his Goſpel Inſtitutions, had ſome reſpect to the ſtate of things 
in the Jewiſh Church , as might be ſhewed in man In- 


ſtances: And particularly will appear in thgfe Offices, 


which he inſtituted in the Goſpel- Church, not only in ma- 
king them of a Supericr and . Inferior Order, as under the 


Moſaicl Diſpenſation, but alſo, as to the Reaſon and Deſign 
of theſe different Orders; for after Aaron and his Sons 


were inſtalled in the Prieſts' Office, GO D gave unto 
them the whole Tribe of Levi to Miniſter unto them, in 
the Charge of the Tabernacle. So alſo; when Moſes was 
vexed with the untowardlineſs of the People, and com- 
plained to GOP of the Weight and Burden of his Charge, 


that the Care and Government of ſuch an unruly People 


was committed to him alone; the Lord orders that Seven- 


Men, of the Elders of the People, be choſen and pre- 
ſented before him at the Door of the Tabernacle, and he 


Numb. 11. 
them, that they might bear the burden of the People with 


took of the Spirit that was upon Moſes, and put it upon 


him, and he might not bear it alone. Now, whether the 
Apoſtles after their firſt Progreſs, returned with any ſuch 


Complaint of the greatneſs of their Charge, we read not, 


except it be inſinuated by St. Mark, when he ſays, That 
after their return, Chriſt called them a part to a deſert 
Place, to reſt themſelves a while : However, certain it is, 
our Bleſſed Lord well knew the greatneſs of their Work, 
and ſhortly after, inſtituted that other Order of Goſpel 


Miniſters, the Seventy to be Aſſiſtants to the Apoſtles; and 


accordingly we find the Apoſtles frequently making uſe of 
the Miniſtry,-and Aſſiſtance of them of that Second Order, 
either taking ſome of them along with them in their Tra- 
vels, to Miniſter unto them in propagating the Goſpel 


among the Fews or Heathens ; or elſe fixing them in 


places where the Goſpel was received, and Churches 


founded; or elſe in ſending them with Apoſtolick Orders 


to. Churches that were at a diſtance: And tis probable that 


according to .the different Exerciſes of their Miniſtry , 


they were deſigned ſometimes Evangeliſts, when they la- 


boured in converting Fews or Heathens to the Faith; 


ſometimes Paſtors and Teachers, when they exerciſed their 


. among them that were already converted; and 


generally. they paſs under the Name of Hrethren and Elders, 


or Presbyters, in Diſtinction from the Apoſtles, From 


4 
From theſe different Commiſſions given to the Apoſtles and 
the Seventy ; tis evident that there was a Diſtinction be- 
twixt their Offices, and that the Apoſtolick Office was Su- 
perior to that of the Seventy, which great Truth may alſo 
farther be ſhown by ſeveral very weighty Arguments: 


For altho' the Apoſtles did manage the Authority we ſup- 


poſe they had, ſo much with the Spirit of their Lord and 
Maſter, who, though he was their Lord and Maſter, yer 


humbled himſelf to waſh their Feet, and treated them rather John 13. 13. 


as Friends than Servants, and behaved himſelf among 


his Example, behaved themſelves with the greateſt gen- 
tleneſs and Tweetneſs of Temper toward their Inferiors, 
ſeldom making uſe of their Authority in any ſevere man- 
ner; whereof we have a notable- Inſtance in the Epiſtle 


15. 15. 
them as one that ſerved, although they ¶ ſay) following Luke 22. 25. 


of St. Paul to Philemon, a Miniſter of the Goſpel, where Philem. Ver. 


he ſays, Though I might be much bold in Chrift to injoyn thee , 
' that which 4 convenient, yet for loves ſake, I rather beſeech thee. 
Yet, that they had ſuch Authority over the other Paſtors 


and Teachers in the Church, appears from ſeveral Inftan- 


ces of their exerciſing it in ſeveral reſpects and ways, as is 
recorded in the Sacred Hiſtory. I ſhall inſtance in ſome 


Particulars in Confirmation of this Truth, in the order as 


they occur to us in Holy Writ, 


7. And, Hf, we read that the Apoſtles abode for ſome 


time in Feruſalem, and the Brethren with them (no doubt 


according to ſome Order given them by their Lord) to 
ſettle and eſtabliſh the Chriſtian Church there; but when 
the Proſecution aroſe about Stephen, all almoſt, except the 
Apoſtles, were ſcattered abroad through the Regions of 
Fudea and Samaria: Philip, one of the Seven Deacons, 
went down to Samaria, preached the Goſpel, wrought 
Miracles, converted many of that City to the Faith, and 
initiated his Converts by Baptiſm : Others went as far as 
Phenice, Cyprus, and Antioch, where a great number belie- 
ved and turned to the Lord: When the Apoſtles heard of 


this, Peter and Jahn are ſent to Samaria „ to. confirm and Xs 8. 


ſettle the: Church there, and to confer upon them the 


Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. For though the Brethren. had 


Power to Preach. and Baptize, and Work-Miracles, yet it 


belonged 


8, 9. 
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+ Cor. 4-18, duct with the Apoſtolical Rod. 


„ 
belonged to the Apes to ſettle and eſtabliſh Order in the 
new founded Churches, and to confer the Gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt : Pæul and Barnabas were allo lent to Anticch 
upon tne like Errand. | = 3 

2. Secendly, We find that when the Apoſtles went abroad 

to execute their Commiſſion in Piſcipling the World, they 
- were attended by ſome of the Brethren, as their Atliſtants 
and Miniſters: Six attended Per from Feppa to (.efarea, 
and from thence. to Jeruſalem; and to them it was that he 
75 Orders for Baptizing Cornelius Family; and them 
e brings as Witneſſes for his Vindication , when Chal- 


lenged by them of the Circuniciion, for his Converſe. 


1. 12, with the Gentiles. Paul and Barnabas had Fohn, ſurnaicd 
Mark, one of the Seventy, for their Miniſter, in their 

12. 25. Progreſs, who after ſome time departed from them, lor 
6 which Paul is highly diſpleaſed with him, and will not 
admit him again to be ene of His Attendants, becauſe he 

15. 38. had departed and vent not with them to the Work. This was 


the occaſion of ſome Contention betwixt Paul and Barna- 
has, which came to that height, that they departed aſunder 


the one from the other ;* Barnabas gaing to Cyprus, attend- 


ed by Mark, his Siſter's Son; and Paul to Syria and Cilicia, 
attended by Silas. | 


As Paul's Province was enlarged , by the Converſion of 


many Cities and Countries unto: the Faith, the Number 
df his Attendants. and Aſſiſtants in the Work of the Goſpel 
did alſo increaſe, many accompanied him from place to 
place, beſides theſe Paſtors, whom he ſettled in every Ci- 
ty that had received the Goſpel. Fare 
3. Thirdly, Theſe. Inferior Paſtors were generally very ob- 
ſequious to the Orders of the Apofles, going whither they 
fent them to Viſit planted Churches; coming when they 
called them, to give their perſonal Attendance ; and ſer- 
ving with them in the Work, of the. Goſpel, as Sons with 
their Fathers, as Paul ſays of Timothy. 
Fourthly, When any of them proved Refractory and 
Diſobedient to the Orders of the Apoſtles, they are blamed 
for it, and ſometimes threatned with Cenſures; ſuch were 
ſome Teachers at Corinth, who deſpiſed and decried Pauls 
Apoſtleſhip, whom he threatens for their diſorderly Con- 


2 . 
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e | 
F. Fifthly, And when he is giving Apoſftolical Orders, for 
Redreſſing and Reforming ſome Irregularities and Abuſes 
in the Publick Worſhip , occaſioned through the Pride or 


Impudence of ſome of their Prophets and Teachers, who 


(it ſeems) were too. much puffed up with their Spiritual 
Gifts; he writes to them in an Authoritative Stile; What ? 
ſays he, Came 11: word of God out from you, or came it unto 


I Cor. 14. 


36, 37. 


you only? If any man think himſelf to be a Prophet or Spiritual, 


Let him acknowlcage that the things that I write unto you , are 
the Commandments of the Lird, i. e. that I as an Apoſtle, 
have Power from the Lord to give Commands and Orders 


in theſe matters, which concern the decent and orderly 


P fotmance of the Publick Worſhip ; but if any be igno- 


rale, let him be ignorant. He complains alſo of others, 


io added Affiiction to his Bonds , preaching Chriſt out of Con- 


tention and Strife, diſowning his Apoſtleſhip, refuſing to re- 
ceive his Commands; yea walking contrary to his Or- 


ders, while others preached Chriſt out of Love, owning 


' his Apoſtleſhip , knowing that he as ſer for the Defence of the 
Goſpel, And when this Holy Apoftte's Back was at the Phil.r.r5,&c. - 


Wall, in Priſon, and hazard of Death, many who had been 
formerly his Attendants and Afliſtants in the Goſpel-work, 


| deſerted him, when he ſtood moſt in need of their Mi- 
niſtry ; which, he prays , might not be laid to their 2 Tim, 4. 10, 
| N 2 N 


charge. FIST 2 1 

6. Sixthly, In like manner St. Jobn the Apoſtle complains 
of one Diotrephes , who affected a Pre-emineuce over the 
Church, difowned the Authority of the Apoſtle, refufed 


to receive the Orders which he ſent to the Church, or the 
_. Brethren by whom he ſent them; yea, preſumptuouſſy 


took upon him to caſt theſe Brethren, and ſuch who were 
willing to receive them, out of the Communion of the 
Church, and to all, added contemptuous and lighting 


Words of the Apoſtle; whom the Apoſtle threatens , when 


he comes, to chaſtiſe for his Pride and Infolence, in reje- John 3. 0,15. + 


ding the Orders of his Superior, and arrogating to him- 
ſelf that Superiority to which he had: no. Call or Title ; - 
far which Malepertneſs, the Apoſtle no doubt exercifed 


his Apoſtolical Power in cenſuring him, if he did not pre; 


vent it by Repentance. 


I 


| | C6). 
In a word, through all the New T:fament-Hiſtory , we 
read of none who oppoſed the Autbority of rhe Apoſtles, but 
„ luch'as were Hercticks and Diſturbers of.the Church's Peace, 


- Who cvery where made it their Buſigeſs to depreſs the 


Credit and Authority of the Tru: Apoſtles; and to gain the 

F more ealily Proſelytes to their falſe Doctrines, they either 

: Cor. 11.13, pretend that they themſelves were Apoſtles, or elſe that 
Gt they themſelves were Commillioned by the Apoſtles , 
gets 15. 24 whereas truly they were ſich as had departed from the 
John 2. 19. Communion of the Apoſtles, as St. Yehn tells us. And 
Aude ur. St. Fude gives us this Account of them, V/ unto them, they 
have gone in the way of Cain, a Murderer of his Brother, 

and ran greedily after the Error „7 Balaam, a covetous Wretch, 

and. have periſhed in the gainſaying of Core, a proud ambiti- 

-0us Levite , who diſdaining to ſubject himſelf to that Or- 

der God had ſettled in his Church, and Murmuring to be 

ſet in a lower Station among the Levites, aſpired to the 

Numb. 16. 8, Prieſthood. Now it is not eaſy to underſtand, how theſe 
9, 10. Hereticks could. correſpond with Cor-b in his Sin, if Chriſt 
had ſettled a Parity among Church Officers, and not a Superior 

and Inferior Order. . 333 3 

And as all true Paſtors and Teachers were faithful and 


dutiful Aſſiſtants and Helpers, with the Apoſeles in the 
Work of the Goſpel, and punctual Obſervers of all Apo- 


ſtolick Orders and Commands: So on the other hand, 
The Apoſtles pay d always that Reſpect unto the Paſtors; 
that was due unto their Character, not treating them as 
Undetlings and Servants, but as Brethren and Fellaw-la. 
bourers and Helpers, admitting them to all their Conſul- 
tations about Church Affairs, joyning their Names with 


their own, in the Apoſtolical Decrees and Confticutions ; 


yet always, with a clear Indication of Diſtinction and Sub- 


See Acts 1. ordination of their Order unto that of the Apoſtles, Yea, 


and 15. 22, and in ſome of Pauls Epiſtle to the Churches, after that 


23. he defigns himſelf the Apoſtle f Jeſa Chrift he ſubjoyns 
7 


the Names of ſome of his Brethrhn, his Aſſiſtants and Fel- 


low-helpers in the Work of the Goſpel: And- he does 
moſt earneſtly recommend to the Church, That they have 
-Phalip, 2. 29. their Paſtors in Reputation and Honour. That they know 
them that labour among them, and are over them in the Lord, and 

pig that they efteem them very bighly in love 


for 


. edmoniſh them , 
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for their works ſake. That they remember their Rulers with 1 Thett. 5. 


IZ, F3. 
Heb.'r3. 
6. and 19. 


Reſpect, obey them, and be ſubject to them. 5 
Notwithſtanding which, when his Apoſtleſhip is called 
in queſtion, or when it is ſet upon a Level with the Inferior 
Order, with what Holy Zeal does he aſſert the Dignity 
and Authority of his Apoſtleſhip: So when the Factious Co- 
 rinthians began to ſtate themſelves in Parties, and to ſet in 
Oppoſition; or at leaſt, Pong Level with him; ſome of 
their Teachers, ſaying, I anPaul, and I of Apollo: He 
owns himſelf the Planter , Apollo the Waterer: Himſelf the | 
Maſter-builder , Apollo, and others, as Builders with him. 1 Cor. 3. 6, 
Tis true, in this matter, he but borrows his own Name G. 
and Apollo's, as he tells us; for it was far from the Apoſtles Chap. 4. 6: 
to ſet up themſelves, as Heads of Factions one againſt ano- 
ther, neither did any of the faithful Paſtors, ſuch as Apollo 
was, attempt any ſuch thing. No, it was the turbulent 
Paſtors and Teachers who introduced theſe Factions, with 
deſign, no doubt, to depreſs the Authority of the Apoſtle, 
and advance their on, and to gain Followers. To Correct 1 
the Arrogance of theſe Teachers, who being puffed up 
with their Spiritual Gifts, durſt thus ſet up themſelves in 
Competition with, or Oppoſition to, the Apoſtle; and 
the Fickleneſs and Fondneſs of the Corinthians, their Ad- 
mirers and Followers, he repreſents ſeveral things, and 
an heavy Complaint of the ill Treatment he, and other 
Apoſtles, had met with from them. He puts them in 
mind, that though they had ten thouſand Inſtructers in Chriſ, yet 
they were obliged to own him as their Father , who had b. 
gotten them in Chrift by the Goſpel, and. therefore ought-to be 
Followers of him. And if this his Fatherly Admonition 
did not reclaim them, he threatens both theſe Factious 
Teachers and their Abettors with his Apoitolick Rod. It r Cor x. 
was upon the ſame, or the like occaſion, that we find him 
with Holy Keenneſs aſſerting and proving his Apoſtleſhip, 
magnifying his Office, boaſting of that Authority he had 
received from Chriſt, and once and again, maintaining that 
he was not Inferior to the chiefeſt. Apoſtles. To what purpoſe 1 Or. o. F 
all this, either their denying: his Apoſtleſhip, or his ſtre- 2 Cor. 10. 
nuouſly aſſerting it, if there had not been an Emineney of (1p 15 13 
| | OS . apters. 
Power and Authority in the Apoftolate, above the Ordinary Pa- 
ſtor and Teacher. 1 3 7 
. D Prophecy, 
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Serm. de util. Prophecy, ſays Chryſoftome, the Gift of Miracles, the 
S. Scrip.Tom. . . he Order of Paſtors and Teachers, 
s. pag 114 were all Spiritual Powers, and Enſigns of great Authori- 
| ty; but the Apoſtolick Eminency was far greater than all 

eſe, which he therefore calls a Spiritual Confulſhip. An 

Apoſtle having as great Pre-eminence above other Offi- 

cers in the Church, as the Conſul had above all other 


Inſt. Lid. 4 Magiſtrates in Rome; which is allow'd by Calvin, who ac- 


Gap. 4. Sect. 2. knowledges a Biſhop to- be, ut Conſul in Senatu, as Conſul 
2 in the Senate. | | 


| Thus, I think 5 I have done with what I propos d to 


make appear in the Second Place, having demonſtrative- 


% 
4 


ly ſhown how the Goſpel-Officers were diſtinguiſh'd, and 


there was a Diſparity among them. 


HI. I am to examine, 75ir4/y,. Whether any of them 


were Extraordinary and Temporary , and prove that they 
were not; but deſign d to be perpetual and ſtanding in the 
Church, | | 


| And this is the Hing on which the whole Controverſy 
in this matter depends, yea, all the Authority and Obliga- 


tion of Chriſt's firſt Inſtitution, as to the preſent Church; 


for if his Inſtitution was Extraordinary and Temporary in 


any part, it is fo far as it was of this Nature, no Rule or 
Standard now : But if the Order he inſtituted was to be 


perpetual and ſtanding, then it continues Obligatory to- 


the end of the World; and it muſt be to all Chriſtians, what 


the Pattern in the Mount was to Moſes and the Fews, a: 


eonſtant Standard by which the Church is to be moulded 
and framed in all After- ages: I ſhall therefore impartially 
examine into this Matter. 


And, 1½, it is acknowledged by all, that many of the 


Gifts and Powers wherewith both Apoſtles, and other 


Paſtors were endued, were Extraordinary and Temporary, 
Cor. 34. 22. being deſigned only, as the Apoſtle: oye of Tongues, 


for Sigus, to: convince Unbelievers of the Divinity of that 


Doctrine which they ſaw atteſted by ſuch Miraeulous Ope- 

rations But the Goſpel-Doctrine being once ſufficiently 

atteſted and confirmed, there was no further need of con- 
: tinuing. 
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2 — them, and they have long ſince ceaſed in the 
urcn. „ 

zahy, Tis alſo acknowledged that ſome things peculiar to 


the firſt Apoſtles, were extraordinary and temporary, and expired 


with their Perſons. Such as, Their having been eye and 
ear Witneſſes of Chriſt's Life, Doctrine, Miracles, Suffer- 
ings, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion. Their having received 
their Commiſſion immediately from Chriſt, Their bein 

infallible Guides in delivering the Dectrines of the Goſpe 

Their unlimited Commiſſion to all the World, and Juriſ- 
diction over all Churches. Their Power to confer mira- 


culous Gifts on others, to diſcern Spirits, and to back their 


cenſures with corporal Puniſhments, as on Ananias and 
Saphira and Elimas : and perhaps, to theſe may be added 
their power to inſtitute New Goſpel Offices and Miniſtries, 
as. the exigence of the Church ſhould require; as they did 
that of Deacons. All theſe extraordinary powers and gifts, 
whether they which were peculiar to the Apoſtles, or ſuch 
as were common to them and other inferiour Miniſters, 


nad a particular reſpect to the firſt —_—_— of the Goſpel 


and the erecting and conſtituting of the Chriſtian Chur 
in the World: which when performed, theſe extraordinary 
powers ceaſed : but, 2. 66 
34ly, Beſides theſe, There was the ordinary power and 
authority of the Apoſtles, which was to ſerve the edifica- 
tion, good order and Government of the Conſtituted Church 


in all ſucceeding ages: ſuch as, Their power topreach the 


Goſpel, adminifter the Sacraments, and perform all the 
Offices of Religion common to them with other Paſtors. 
More Particularly, to preferve the offices inſtituted by 


_ Chriſt in his Church, by ordaining Miniſters of Religion 
in all the three diſtin& Offices: To Govern the Churches, 


and ſuperintend both Paſtors and People : To judge, cor- 
rect and cenſure miſdemeanors either in the one or other: 
To ſettle good Conſtitutions agreeable to the word: of God, 
for the orderly and decent performance of all the ordinan- 
ces of Religion, Publick worſhip and other affairs of diſci- 
pline, as the exigence of the Church ſhould require: And 


| Finally, By their authofity and cage, to preſerve the 
Church from the corruptions of Error, Superſtition, Faction; 

Schiſm, and Prophaneſs, bs their right uſe of the m_ 
| 2 a 


Mat, 24 8,18. Comm 


( po ) 5 
and the power of binding and looſing committed to them: 
All which are proper parts of the Apoſtolick Office, always 
neceſlary for the good of the Church; and no part more 
neceſſary, than their Authoritative inſpection, over the 
ordinary Paſtors, that they be well qualified fer the Paſto- 


ral Office before they be admitted thereto, and when ad- 


mitted, they perform the ſame, with faithfulneſs and dili- 
gence, with prudence and diſcretion, and in peace and 


concord with their Brethren. Now, theſe things being 


premiſed, I. come to an impartial examination of the mat. 
And here L-muſt needs confeſs I think there is nothing 
more evident. upon the ſlighteſt examination than that 
Ghrift in Inſtituting theſe Orders and Offices, deſigned, 
that. they ſhould be. ſtanding and unalterable conſtitutions 
in, his. Church, to continue for its edification to the end of 
the. World: And of none, is the unalterablenefs of Inſti- 
tution more evident, than of the Apoſtolick Office, (which 
ſome contend to be temporary and extraordinary.) 
For If, when Chriſt gave them. their full -and laſt 
iſlion, He enjoyns them to teach all Nations, whom 
they. ſhould diſciple, to. obferve all things whatſoever he 
had commanded them, . of which the Order and Offices, he had 
inſtituted, were a part, which accordingly they were to 
ſettle in all new founded Churches: And then he adds; 
Lo I am with you alway to the end f the World :: But how 
could that be, ifthejr Office wasto expire with themſelves 2 
We muſt then underſtand it, as a promiſe, not to them 
only, but to their S«ccefſors alſo : not to their Perſons only, 
but to their Offce, which was to continue to the end of the 
World, even ſo long as Chriſt was to have a Church upon 


Earth. 


x.Cot-12.28. - 2dly, The Apoſtle S. Paul tells us God hath ſer ſome in ""Yj 


Church, firſt. Apoſtles,. ſecondly Prophets, thirdly Teachers (what 
follow, are — diſtinct Offices from theſe , but extraordi-. 


nary Gifts conferred on them.) God hath. ſer, even, He, 


who. ſettled the Ordinances of Heaven, which none can 
alter, hath fixed theſe different Orders in his Church: or 
rather, to. uſe the Apoſtles Simile, as God hath ſet various - 
and different Members in the natural Body, ſome. more- 
excellent and honourable, yet, all uſeful and neceſſary oe 

| = 


| cant 
the Beauty and Integrity of the whole ; he has done the: 
fame by his Church : So that whoever would deprive the 
Church of any of theſe Sacred Offices ſet in it by God, 
endeavours no leſs than to mutilate and - deform it, to 
pluck out one of its Eyes; or cut off one of its Hands: 
And how heinous the Guilt muſt be, ſo to treat the Body 


whereof Chriſt Jeſus-is-Head, let them conſider who pre- 


J TE” 
But farther, Thirdly in the 4th Chapter of the Epiſtle 


to the Epheſſant, We have an unconteſtible Teſtimony, pro- Epheſ. . 11 


ving the perpetual continuance of theſe Offices inſtituted 


by Chriſt, taken from the end and defign for which they 
were inſtituted : He gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome. 


Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfetting of the 
Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry, for thee Hing the body 


Knowledge of the Son of GOD unto a perfect Man, unto the Mea- 


of Chriſt; till we all come in the unity of the Faith and of the 


ſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt ; That we henceforth 
be no more Children toſſad to ani fro, and carried about by every 
wind of doctrine, by the flight of Men and cunnin  Craftineſs, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive: Where it is fl | 
Offices were to continue till the Church ſhould be per- 
feed, fully brought in, and fully advanced, and till it 
* ſhould be beyond all Hazard of being ſeduced, that is, ro 
the end of the World. We ſee the end for which theſe-Offices 


were Inſtituted, and how long they were to continue, ex- 


preſly ſet down. 


If any ſay, That here are more Offices than are plead. 
ed for: The Anſwer is obvious, that theſe different Deſig- 


ain, tlieſe 


IS. 13. 


ver. 14 


nations do not import different Offices, but different Exer- 


ciſes of the ſame Office : For Inſtance, an Apoſtle, Preſ- 
byter or Deacon, might be a Prophet, Evangeliſt, Doctor 
or Teacher. If imployed in converting Jews or Heathens 
to the Faith, he did the Work of an. Evangeliſt, and on 


this Account Philip, one of the ſeven Deacons, is ſo call d. 


If in Inſtructing them who were already Converted, Ads 21. 8. 


that was the Work of an ordinary Paſtor: If he laboured 


mainly in explaining and confirming the Doctrines of. 
Chriſtianity, he acted the Part of a Doctor or Teacher: If 


he — — theſe Doctrines to Edification, Exhor- 


tation and Comfort, that was the Work of the. Propbet, in 


the 


1 Cor. 14. 3. 
Acts 15. 32 


(22) 


the Goſpel Senſe. Thus Juda and Silas, two Presbytcrs, 


are called Prophets ; ſo that all - theſe are reducible to the 
three Offices, of whoſe Inſtitution: we have given a parti- 


cular Account. | . 3 
And now, if theſe different Orders of Goſpel Miniſters 


inſtituted by Chriſt, were deſigned by him to be perpetual 


ſtanding Offices in his Church, for. its Edificativn, good 
Order and Government, to the end of the World, 25s is evi- 
dent from what hath been ſaid; there muſt of Neceſlity be 
a Succeſſion of Perſons, duly called to theſe Offices, ac- 


cording to Chriſt's Inſtitution, that the Offic..s themſelves 


1 7 * capable of continuing ſtanding in the Church. 
And to erect and ſet up a new. Office Par aniouit to theſe 


inſtituted by Chriſt, ſuch as the Papacy, is intolerable Pre- 
ſumption; for who can have a Power and Authority in 


the Church above Apoſtles who were Chriit's immediate 
Delegates, but Chriſt himſelf ? : - 

And it is no leſs Preſumption to cut off, or abrogate any 
of theſe Sacred Offices: 'tis an overturning that Order e- 
ſtabliſhed 13 in his Church, and altering and chan- 


ging his Inſtitution: It is a Sacrilegious Robbingthe Ghurch 


of theſe Miniſtries which Chriſt in his infinite Wiſdom 


thought neceſſary for her Edification and Perfection. You 
know what a dreadful Curſe is pronounced againſt them, 


who either add to, or take away from, the Inſtitutions of 


Jeſus Chrift in the x8th and 19th Verſes of the 22d Chap- 
ter of the Revelations of St. Fobn. 


If it be pretended, that now at leaſt, inthe preſent State 


of the Church, both the Apoſtolick and Prophetick Offices, may 


be, to as good Purpoſe, and as great Benefit of the Charch, 
performed by the ordinary Paſtors, acting in Parity, and that 


it is therefore needleſs to keep a diſtinction of Offices: 


This is to pretend to be wiſer than Chriſt; It. is to con- 


found and jumble together the different Orders Inſtituted 


by him: It is to ſet up a new Model different from what 


he not only eſtabliſhed, but alſo appointed to continue in 


his Church to the end ef the World ; it is to caſhier Chriſt's 


prime Officers and Repreſentatives, and the Churches principal 


Guides : And to deprive the Church of the Pledges of her 


Lord's Care and Kindneſs which he gave her, when he 


Alecnded up unto Heaven. * 


1 G 

If then our Bleſſed Lord's Inſtitution be preſerved, there 
muſt be Apoſtles, as well as Presbyters and Deacons who are 

not diſputed , that is, Succeſſors to them in their Office 
in the Chriſtian Church: And who are they? Sure, not 

every Paſtor, nor yet any number of them , however mo- 

duled into leſſer or. larger Judicatories: I Honour their 
Order and Office, but would not have them take too much 

upon them, nor go beyond their Sphere: They are indeed 
the Succeſſors of the Seventy, if duly admitted to the Paſfo- 
ral Office, and may well rejoyce in that honourable Station 
to which they are advanced in God's Church , if they 
Walk worthy of it; but let them remember, that the 
whole Seventy could not fill the Chair of one Apoſtle, (for 
no Man may take this Honour to himſelf, but he that is 
called of GOD) until the Holy Ghoſt did determine the 
Choice of one. to that High Office : I doubt not, but 
there were upwards of Seven hundred Eminent Paſtors , 
and all endued with Exrraordinary Gifts, in the Days of the 
Apoſtles : But were all Apoftles ?. Says St. Paul, No, they 
were not. | 


IV. Which brings me to what I promis d in the Fourrb 
and Laſt Place, to ſhew, ſuppoſing theſe Church-Offices 
to be ſtanding, who ſucceed in them, and rightly execute 
them to this Day. 2 


IL need but do it of the Succeſſors to the Apoſtles, for 
when that is done, the other comes in of Courſe. 

And in clearing this Point, I muſt put you in mind of 
what was obſerved under the foregoing Head, That the 

oſeles were endued with ſome Powers and Gifts, which 
had a peculiar Reference to the firſt Planting and Propa- 
gating the Goſpel, and the firſt Gathering and Conſtitu- 
ting the Chriſtian Church: Theſe were Extraordinary, and 

did Expire with themſelves; and in theſe they have no 
Sueceſſors. : £ 3 
But the queſtion is concerning the Ordinary Power and 
Authority of the Apoſtolick Office, as it was inſtituted and 
appointed by Chriſt, to be a ſtanding and continuing 
Office in his Church when conſtituted, to ſerve for the 
Edification , good Order and Government thereof to alf 

; 8 | ſucceeding : 
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ſucceeding Ages: The Apoſtles were an Order of the 


Goſpel - Miniſters, Superior to Ordinary Paſtors and 
Teachers, to whom Chriſt zn a ſpecial Manner commit- 


ted the Care and Government of his Church: To Di- 


ſpenſe the Word and Sacraments, and perform all Offices 
of Religion: To Ordain Miniſters of Religion according 
to his Inſtitution: To Govern and Superintend his Church 
both Paſtors and People: To Judge, Correct, and Cen- 
ſure Miſdemeanors in the one or other: To ſettle good 


Orders and Conſtitutions for the orderly and decent Per- 


formance of all Ordinances of Religion, Publick Wor- 


| ſhip, and Exerciſe of Diſcipline , and to preſerve the 


Church from Corruption of Error, Superſtition, Faction, 
Schiſm, and all Irregular Practices. All theſe are proper 
Parts of the Apoſtolic Office , —_ neceſſary for the good 
of the Church; and they are alſo the proper Officers of a 
Biſhop, Overſeer or Superintendent. So that tis very. evident, 
that in this ordinary and continuing Part of the Apoſto- 
lick Office, Chriſt hath inſtituted the ſtanding Othce of 


Biſhops in his Church, that is, an Order of Goſpel- 


Miniſters, Superior to Paſtors and Teachers, to whom 
he hath committed the Power and Authority above-men- 
tioned. | | 5 5 
That the Apoſtles were actually Biſhops, and their Apoſtle- 
ſhip a proper Epiſcopacy, as it is expreſſy called, Acts 1. 20. 
and that they actually exerted an Epiſcopal Power and Fu- 
riſdiction over the Churches, and the Ordinary Paſtors and 
Teachers, Presbyters and Deacons, I have fully ſhewed in the 
Second Inquiry. And accordingly we find the Ancients 
do frequently in their Writings call the Apofles, Biſhops; 
and no leſs 1 do they ſtile the Biſhops Apoſtlet, as 
being their Succeſſors in ordinary; by which tis evident, 
thay underſtood, that in the Apoſtles, the Epiſcopal Office - 


was inſtituted, and that in Biſhops the Apoſtolical Office is 


continued in the Church: But this is beyond my Province, 


having confin'd my ſelf. in this Inquiry, to what Light the 


Sacred Records afford. © 5 
And in conſulting them we find it evident, Fri, That 


the Apoſtles were a Superior Order of Goſpel-Miniſters to 


Preskyters and Ordinary Paſtors and Teachers: That to theſe 
Apoltles Chriſt committed the chief Cate and Government 


3 ('25 5 
of. his Church , as his Special and Immediate Delegates 
and Truſtees ; That the Iferior Paſtors and Teachers did al- 
ways own and acknowledge the Apoſtles as their Superi- 
ors, and did readily receive and obey their Orders: That 
this Apoſtolick Order, Superior to Presbyters and Deacons, was 
to continue in the Church; all which we have fully clear- 
ed from Scripture in the former Enquiries. Now, what 
Order of Goſpel-Miniſters is there, Superior to Ordinary Pa- 
ftors-and Teachers, but that of Biſhops, in whom the Apoſto- 
lick Order is continued in the Church? CEE | 
Either then Biſhops muſt be the true Succeſſors of the 
Apoſtles, or elſe they have no Succeſſors at all, and the 
Apoſtolick Order and Office is quite Extinct, and the Church 
is totally deprived of the prime and chiefeſt Office inſtitu- 
ted by Chriſt for its Edification, good Order and Govern- 
ment: And finally, There is now. no ſuch Order of Men 
extant in the World, to whom that large and ample Com- 
miſſion which Chriſt gave only to his Apoſtles, does be-. 
long: To them it was he gave the Keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, the Power of Binding and Looſing: Them he 
ſent as his Legates and Ambaſſadors to the World, as the 
Father had ſent him: Them he inſtructed. in, and entruſt- 
ed with the great Affairs of his Kingdom, and+to. them 
he made that encouraging and gracious Promiſe, Lo, I am 
with you alway, even to the end of the World. Now, who can 
lay, Claim to that Commiſſion, or the Promiſe annexed ; 
but the Apoſtler and their Succeſſars? And if they haue no 
ee now, that they themſelves are Dead, all that 
Commiſſi n falls „ and the Promiſe with it; which is ab- 
ſurd to: think, and tis horrid even to conceive what .conſe-. 


ſeles in their own time did confer upon others. the Apoſto- 


quences /wauli. follow... ...., .7 7 1 (og lf 1 nels 
© Secondly, It is evident alſo from Scripture, That the Ape-; | 
lical Power and Authority ; which they; had never done, if. 


they had thought that the Office was conſined to their 


own Perſons, and was to end with their teſpective Lives: 
They underſtood better the Mind of cheir Lord and Ma- 


| fer, and the Importance of his Promiſe, to be with them 


ro.tbe end of the World., Hence they rightly concluded, That 
they- were to commit the. Commiſſion given to them, un- 
to the Hands of other faithful Perſons, who ſhould in 
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to, or Ordain none but ſuch as are 
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tke manner tranſmit it to ethers in a continual Succeſſi- 
on, to the end of the World. Accordingly their firſt Work. 
was to chuſe one to ſucceed Judas; and by the Direction 


of God, Mathias is received into the number of the Apo- 


ſtles: So when James, the Brother of Jobn, is killed by 
Herod, another of that Name was Biſhop of Feruſalem ; to 
whom as fuch, St. Peter notifies his miraculous Delive- 
rance. He who preſided in the Council at Jeruſalem. He 


to whom St. Pan made his Addreſs when he came thither ; 


and he of whom he ſpeaks in the roth Verſe of the firſt 
Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Galatians, whom he calls an 
Apoſtle, and the Lord's Brother: This Fames ſome will have 
to be another, tha James, commonly called zh Leſi, one 


of the firſt Twelve Apoſtles ; that he was one of the Se- 


venty, commonly called Fames the Fuft, advanced to the 
Apoftolate 5-- but however this be, certain it is, That Paul 
and Barnabas were received into the Apeſtolick Office , Paul 


immediately called thereunto by Chriſt at his Converſion. 


But Barnabas in the ordinary manner, when he received 
that new Name from the Apoſtles, which ſignifies Son f 


- Conſolation. Both of them owned afterwards by the Apo- 
ſtles, James, Peter, and Jobn, as their Fellow Apoſtles; 
and in Teſtimony thereof, they gave them the Right 


hand of Fellowſhip'; and a particular Commiſſion to the 
Beſides theſe we read of others rais d from among the 
Ordinary Paſtors to the Apoſtolical or Epiſcopal Order; 


and endued with a Power and Authority over Churches, 


and their Paſtors and Presbyters; (under what Deſignati- 
on I ſhall not diſpute, inaſmuch as the thing is evidently 
Matter of Fact) for after this manner, Paul actually gave 


to Timothy ſuch an Epiſcopal Power over the Church of Ephe- 
ſs, and the Presbyters and Paſtors thereof; by Vertue of 


which Commiſfion, he is Authorized and Inſtructed in all 


the Exerciſe of the Epiſcopal Pomer. To Command and 
Charge them, (the Paſtors) that they Preach ſound Do- 


* LY 


arine : To preſcribe Rules for the Publick 9 par- 

ticularly, that Prayers be offered up for all in Authority: 
To examine and judge Perſons duly qualified for the Sa- 

cred Offices of the Goſpel; and to give Impoſitions of Hands 

Tin an; | 

| 0 
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_ To guard diligently againſt falſe Doctrines and ſeducing 
Spirits, and put the Bretheren in mind, and command 

them that they give not heed to ſuch Doctrines and Sedu- 

cers: To Judge, Correct and Cenſure Offenders, even Chap. 4. 
Presbyters, after due Examination and Conviction: To Ch. 5. 19. 20 

encourage and promote to higher Degrees ſuch Deacons 

or Presbyters as were Aae and diligent: And, in a Chap. 3. 13 

Word, he is inſtructed how in all things to behave himſelf, d' 57 17: 
as a good Ruler and Governour in the Church committed 

to his Care and Inſpection; and that with theſe very re- | 
markably ſolemn Obteſtations ; I charge thee before God, that Chap. 5. 22. 
thou obſerve theſe things without partiality or preferring one before Chap. 6, 12 
another. I give thee Charge in the ſight of God and of Feſas 14. : 

: Chriſt, that thou keep this Commandment. O Timothy keep Ver. 20. 
that which z committed to thy Truſt. The like Power and 
Authority is conferred on Titus over the Churches in Crete. Titus g. 5. 
That he ſhould ſet in Order the things that were wanting, and or- Ver. 9. 10,11. 
dain Elders or Presbyters in every City : And, That he ſhould 

ſtop the Mouths of the unruly who taught things they ought not 
And that He ſhould rebuke them ſharply that they may be ſound in 

tbe Faith: And that if any after due Admonitions, fhould 

continue obſtinate, he ſhould cenſure him with Depoſition Chap. 3. 10 


\ 
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and Eàcmmmicat ien De? ©: 
Theſe are ſuch evident Proofs of an Apoſtolical or Epiſco- 
pal Power conferred upon one Paſtor over other Paſtors and 
Teachers, as ought in Reaſon to ſarisfie all Men who are 
not immediately prejudic'd againft the Epiſcopal Order. I 
will not contend, but that in the Exerciſe of th Power, 
they may have taken the Advice and Concurrence of the 
Faithful Paſtors in theſe Churches, and concerted Affairs 
with them: and not do Things in an Arbitrary and De- 
ſpotick manner, as Calvin obſerves: Yet he allows they Calvin's Init. 
had ſuch a Preſidency over the Paſtors, -as the Roman Conſul cis Cap. 
had in the Senate, and more I plead not for. 7: HO 
If it be faid, That Timothy and Titus acted only as Paul's 
Delegates, it weakens not the Argument but rather corro- 
borates it, for it ſtill holds that there was in the Apoſt les, a 
Supericur Power and Office, above that of Presbyrers, which 
might be-conferred upon and committed to another, Whe- 
ther by Delegation, or by Inveſtiture and Ordination of 
che Perſon into the Office, to which that Power and Au- 
F NN i horitr 
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tbority belonged, comes all to one, It is to as little purpoſe = 
to ſay, that Timothy and Titus, exerciſed this Power and 
Authority over the Paſtors of Epheſus and Crete, as Evan- 
 geliſts ; for 1. If the Power was really Apoſtolical and Epiſ- 
copal, tis all one, under whatever deſignation they exerci- 
— ſed it; But 24ly, Tis altogether groundleſs; for we find 
: no ſuch; Office of an Evangeliſt inſtituted , diſtinct from 
that of Apoſtle, Presbyter, or Deacon, but that it was a com- 
mon deſignation to all who were the firſt planters of the 
Goſpel among: Fews, or Heathens, which cannot hold in. 
the preſent caſe, for their Commiſion is not only to the 
unconverted Heathens at Epheſus or Crete, but to the Churches 
already ſettled, and Paſtors inſtituted, in the actual Exer- 
Ciſe of their Miniſtry in theſe Places over whom they are 
charged to Exerciſe this Epiſcopal. Authority, as they will. 
anſwer to Feſus Chriſt, the Supreme Lord of his Church. 

And what hath been hitherto obſerved, makes it to me, 
very evident, and I think may make it ts any other un- 
prejudic'd Perſon at leaſt highly probable, That the Angels 

of the Seven Churches of the Leſſer Aſa, were Perſons of 
the Apoſtolical and Epiſcopal Order: For--ſince there was 
ſuch an Office of Apoſtles and Biſhops Inſtituted by Ghriſt 
in his Church, whole Office was to Superintend Churches 
and the Paſtors thereof, and by their Authority to ſettle 
good Order, to. prevent and. correct Abuſes and Corrup- 
tions in Paſtors and People: Who elſe could theſe Angels be, 
but Officers of this higher Order? Who therefore are ac- 
countablefor, andcharged Particularly with, any Diſorder 
ar Corruption tolerated in their reſpective Churches: 
And commended for ſuppreſſing and correcting theſe Diſ- 
5 q and Purging their Churches of Heretical Tea- 
Cheers. 1 | | | 
And, Finally, we cannot entertain the leaſt Doubt of 
it in our Minds, but that the Holy. Apoſtles, to whom our 
Lord gave ſpecial-Gommiſlion and Power, to Plant and 
Settle, and Govern his Church in. his Name, would be 
moſt faithful and exact, in ſettling-that Order, and Inſti- 
tuting theſe Offices, in. all fully Conſtituted Churches, 
which their Lord had appointed; and. would be careful to 
leave. the Church at their Death, under the ſame Order 
and Government, furniſhed with the ſame. Offices anck 
Mini- 
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Miniſtries which Chrift himſelf her Lord, had inſtituted 


and appointed for her Edification. 

Neith-: can it be conceiv'd, that any Chriſtian Church 
could look on herſelf as rightly Conſtituted, if any of theſe 
ſacred Offices Inſtituted by Chriſt and his Apoſtles had been 
wanting. wee | 

And now, having plainty from Unconteſtible Matters 
of Fact, Recorded in the New Teſtament repreſented the 
Order and Government, the different Offices and Powers 
Inſtituted by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, in the firſt modeling 
of the Chriſtian Church ; I might add for Confirmation of 
all. that has been hitherto alledg'd, that all the Records 
we have of the Antient and Primitive Church do harmoni- 
ouſly atteſt, That this Order, and theſe Offices inſtituted b 
Chriſt; were inviolably preſerved for many Ages; and fo 
pofitive are they, as to that prime Office of Apoſtles and 
Biſhops, that they give us particular Catalogues of the 
Biſhops who ſucceeded the Apoſtles, in governing the 
moſt famous and principal Churches in the World: But 


to inſiſt on this, would force me beyond the Bounds with- = 


in which I propos'd to contain myſelf-in my firſt Entrance 
upon this Subject. | 

FT ſhall therefore only give the Teſtimony of Calvin in 
this Matter, becauſe perhaps his Authority may go further 
with ſome, than that of the Ancients : You will find it in 
the iſt and 4th Sections of the 4th Chapter of his Inſti- 
tutions, where treating of the State of the Church, and 


the Form of its Government before the Papacy, he ſays. 
to this Purpoſe. It will be uſeful in this Matter, to know 


cand conſider the Form of the ancient Church, which will 


repreſent before our Eyes, a certain ens 2 of the Divine- 


Inſtitution: Although the Biſhops of thofe Times, framed 
many Canons, by which they ſeem to ſtrain Things be- 

ond what is expreſſed in Holy Writ; yet with that Can- 
tiop did they frame all their Order and Government, ac- 
cording to the only Rule of God's Word that. you may 
ceaſily ſee they had almoſt nothing in this Matter diſa- 


greeable to the Word of God. Vea, though ſomething 
might be wanting in their Order, yet, becauſe with a 
ſincere Study they endeavour'd to preſetve God's Inſti- 


tution, and erred not much from it, it will be very profi- 
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*rable; briefly to recount what kind of Cuſtom they had. 
As we have ſhown, there is a threefold Miniſtry com- 
mended. to us in Scripture ; So whatever Miniſters the 
ancient Church had, it diſtinguiſhed them into three Or- 
ders, Biſhops Presbyters, and Deacons. 

And S. 4. That every Provinse had among their Biſhops, 
one who was an Arch-biſhop, and that in the Council of 
"Nice, -Patriarchs were appointed, Who in Order and Dig: 
nity might be ſuperiour to Arch-biſbops; This Was for 
*Preſervation of Diſcipline, that if any thing happened in 


*any Church which could not well be determined by a 


*tew, it might be referred to a Provincial Synod, and if the 
Affair were of ſuch Importance that it required a greqter 
Diſcuſſion, Application was made to the Patriarch with 
*the Synods, from whom there was no Appeal, but to a 
General Council :. The Government thus conſtituted, ſome 


Aid call an Hierarchy, a Name improper (as ſeems to me) 


ſarely not uſed in Scripture; for the Holy Spirit would 
provide, that in the Matter of Church Government, None 
might Dream of a Principality or Domination; but if 
Jay ing aſide the Name, we view the Thing it ſelf, we 
will find that the ancient Biſhops had no 0 frame 
any other Form of Church Government, than what was 
preſcribed by God in his Word. Thus far Calvin. 

And I would conclude with theſe Words, but that I am 


obliged, for further clearing what hath been hitherto ob- 


ſerved, to conſider : ſome -Paſſages of . Scripture that are 


commonly objected againſt what I have advanc'd. 
And, Firſt, tis alledg d, that the Names of Biſbop and 
Presbyter are promiſcuouſly uſed in Scripture, and therefore 


they ſignifie but-one-and-the ſame, Office: It is Anſwered 


by ſome, That»this is a great Miſtake: And that where- 


ever Biſhops are named, we are to underſtand Biſhops pro- 


perly ſo. called, and not Presbyters, which they make ap- 
pear from the Texts brought in Favour of the Community 


of Names; for Inſtance, Act, 20. 27.28. They ſay, Paul 


called both Biſhops and Presbyters unto him, and that the 


Clergy of all the Cities thereabout were there; for Paul, 
during his three. Years abode in Aſia, had Converſed with 


the Biſhops and Presbyters of other Places, than of Epleſus, 


and his appealingeto their Knowledge, proves that they 


were 


© 
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were preſent, ſo that what he ſays, ver. 28. was principal- 
ly directed to the Biſhops, and ſecondarily and by way o 
Reflection to the Presbyters. To Titus 1; Ver. 5, 6, 7. it is 
anſwer'd, That what is there to be found, only proves that 
he ſnould Advance the Presbyters under him, and Ordain 
Biſhops, and Diſpoſe of them unto Cities, fixing them to 
certain Cures; ſo it follows, för a Biſhop muſt be hlameleſi, &c. 
There were Presbyters before. at Crete, and Titus was to 
ordain fome of them Biſhops: So 1 Tim. 3. is to be under- 
| ſtood of Biſhops properly ſo called, that were to be ordained 
to preſide over other Cities, as Timothy did over Epheſws. 
Phil, 1.1. may be. underſtood of the Biſhops of Philippi, 
and other neighbouring Cities, who were wont to con- 
vene and meet together; or it may mean that Paul, and 
the Biſhops and Deacons that were with him, Salute the 
Saints at Philippi. This Anſwer however not obvious to 
every one, yet clearly ſhews how uncertain that alledged. 
Identity of Names is. 

But though we fhould not look upon this Anſwer as ab- 
ſolutely concluſive, but grant an Kentiry of Names; yet 
it will not follow, that there was an Identity of Offi- 
ces; for Names are common in Scripture , where Offices 
are acknowledged to be diſtin, Thus Hebrews the 3d and 
the 1ſt, Chriſt is called an Apoſtle; and 1 Pet. 2. 25. he 


is called a Biſhop.; Peter and John call themſelves Preshyters ; 1 Pet. 5. 1. 


and the Apoſtles and Paſtors are frequently called Deacons. 
Now it cannot from thence be 7 , that the Apoſtles 
and Presbyters Office was one and the ſame with the Dea- 
cons: The Name of the Genus is uſually given to the Spe- 
cies: The Superior Office including the Inferior , all Apo- 
ftles were Presbyters and Deacons, though not wice versd: 
Therefore the Identity of Offices is not to be argued from 
the Identity of Names; for according to the Presbyterians 
themſelves, the name Presbyter is common to the Paſtor, 
and Ruling Elder, yet the Offices are vaſtly diſtinct. 
But, Secondly, ſeveral Texts adduced, in which tis al- 
ledged, That Parity among Church Offices is peremprorily 
commanded ; ſuch as Matth. 20. 26. 7he Lords of. the Gen 
tiles, 8c. and the parallel places, Luke. 9:47, 48. Luke 22. 
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John, Ep. 2.3. 
I Cor. 3 5. 
2 Cor. 3. 6. 
Col. 4. 7. 
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To which 'tis anſwered in general, That theſe Scrip- 


tures cannot by any juſt Rules of Interpretation be under- 


ſtood as condemning a Diſparity among Goſpel Miniſters, 
nor a Sp periority of one Order above anęther; nor a 
more eminent Power and Authority in ſome to Govern 


the Church above others; nor all Juriſdiction of one Got- 


rel Office above others, but only that, which is exerciſed 


with imperious Bitterneſs and Domination ; nor are they 


interpreted to any ſuch purpoſe by any Judicious Perſon | 


of either Perſwaſion: So that it is not fair, honeſt, or in- 
genuous Dealing, in any to make uſe of theſe Texts, as 
condemning Imparity among Goſpel Officers, in order to 
amuſe the Populace and Simplcr Sort, who are oft-times ſoon 
taken with the Sound of Words, without conſidering the 
true Senſe and Importance of them. | 


to be a Temporal Kingdom; and it is this miſtake that 
Chrift removes. Ü. 
2%, That Dominion which the Lords of the. Gentiles 


exercifed, was not one over another, but over their Sub- 


jects, ſo chat if it take away all Power of one above ano- 


ther, it will deſtroy the Power of Miniſters over theit 


I Pet. 5. 3. 
Heb. 3.7.17. 


Flocks: Now, though Lording over God's Heritage is expreſly 
diſcharged 5 Fer the Paſtors Power and Authority over them, 
is expreſly allerted, where 9h are called Rulers, and the 
People commanded to obey them: It would alſo deſtroy 
the Power of us Synods and Presbyter, where Miniſters 
r 1 
rk There are in St. Luke, ſome Expreſſions, which 
lainly imply 2 Superiority or Eminency of Power, in 
Tome over others, when it is ſaid, He that, x greateſt. among 
you: And when Chrift propoſes his own Example in what 
he there injoyns them, faying,' I am among you as one that 


. 


miniſtrethg yet none will doubt he was their Lord and Su- 


- perior 
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perior, ſo that the command of Miniſtring takes not away 
the Superiority and Power. | 
-* 4thly, It cannot be n—_—_ that our Saviour condemned 
a Diſparity among Goſpel Miniſters, when it is ſo evident 

that he actually inſtituted Miniſters of different Offices and 
Degrees, Firſt Apoſtles, then Seventy others of a Second Or- 
der; and his Apoſtles inſtituted a Third Order of Deacons, 
who tis certain were Inferior to Presbyters, as theſe were 
to the Apoſthes. 5 

5thh, If our Lord had deſigned to forbid all Diſpariry or 
Subordination among the Miniſters of the Goſpel; tis like, 
he would rather have ſtated the Oppoſition between them 
and the Miniſters of Religion under the Maſaick Diſpen- 
ſation, and not the Lords of the Gentiles. 5 | 

But Thirdly, whereas that Paſſage in the 1ſt of Timo- 
%, the 4th Chapter, and 14th Verſe, is brought to prove, 
That Presbyters have a Right or Power to ordain Pres- 
byters, and other Goſpel Miniſters: It is anfwered, That 
place proves no ſuch thing. For St. Jerome, a zealous Aſſer- 
ter of the Rights of Presbyters, acknowledges that Ordi- 
nation belongs, if not ſolely, yet chiefly to Bifhops. And 
both Ancients and Moderns, and among theſe, Calvin, 
underſtand Presbytery in the. foreſaid place, not of the 
Conſeſſus or Collegium Presbyterorum , the Aſſembly or Conſi- 
ſtory of Presbyters; but of the Mun or Office it ſelf, or 
the Ordination to the Office of a Presbyter; ſo-that the 
Laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery ſignifies no 
more than when he was ordained a Presbyter; as if 
St. Paul had faid, Take heed that the Grace conterred on 
thee, when I ordained thee a Presbyter, be not in vain: 


Thus Calvin Interprets that place; and what confirms this Calv. Tuftir, 


Gloſs, is that the X2:iowz, or Gift fpoken of, ſeems to have E 
reſpect to theſe extraordinary Gifts cofiferred by the Lay- 
ing on of the Hands of the Apoſtles in the Ordination of Pa- 
ſtors, to which the Aſſiſtance and Concurrence of others 
was not neceſſary. 5 3 i 
ZBut granting that Presbytery is to be underftood of the 
meeting of Presbyters, yet it will not prove that they had 
full Power and Authority to Ordain; for here, at the moſt; 
they did but concur and aſſiſt in the Ordination of Time- 
thy, as is evident from 2 Tim. 1. 6. Where the Apoſtle cal- 
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ling him to ſtir up that Gift, ſays, that it was conferred 
on him by Laying on of hs Hands. Certain it is, that Apo- 
files did Ordain without the Concurrence of Presbyters ; 
but I read not that ever Presbyters ordained without an 
Apoſtle or Biſhop; and in an Action of that Nature and 
Importance, it may at leaſt be a juſt ground of Doubt and 
Scruple, that there is no Warrant or Precedent to'be found 
for it in Scripture, without which I know not how any 
can be fully perſwaded in his own mind. How far an ab- 
- ſolute neceſſity may alter the cafe according to the com- 
mon Axiom, That many things may be lawful for a Senate when 
they have no Ring, that are not when there n one, I ſhall not 


determine. 
 CONELUSION. 


ND now having finiſh'd what I deſign d at preſenc, 
that is, having demonſtrated from the Scripture's 
Account of theſe Matters, what was at firſt ſettled in it, 
and having thence deduc'd what is at preſent the true 
Form of Government in the Church of Chriſt : I ſhall on- 
ly add, by way of rg a ſhort Expoſtulation, in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs and Love; and calmly enquire, What 
is the Ground of all that Noiſe and Clamour, Hatred and 
Prejudice, raiſed againſt them who are of the Principles, 
as to the Point of Church-Government, which are here 


aſſerted ? | 
"Tis evident we own Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, Head, King, 


and Lawgiver to his Church, who hath Power and Au- 


thority to. ſettle and eſtabliſh Order and Government 
therein, and to inſtitute and appoint what Offices, and in 
what manner he pleaſes, in his Spiritual Kingdom. 
We are fully perſwaded, that He, who is of Infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, hath diſpoſed all Affairs relating 
to the Government of his Church, in the moſt excellent 
method, in the way and manner that tends moſt for the 
Peace and Unity, Order and Security, Edification and 
Salvation of his Church and People. ; 7 
We find, plainly and expreſly, Three diſtinct Offices in- 
ſtituted by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; one Prime and Chief, 
the Twelve Apoſt les; and two Subordinate, the Seventy Diſ- 


ciples, 
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ciptes, and Seven Deacons: Theſe Three Orders of Goſpel 
Miniſters are unqueſtionably of Divine Inſtitution and Ap- 
pointment. And we cannot find in all the New Teſtament, 
that any of them was Extraordinery and Temporary; no, not 
the leaſt Inſinuation to move us to think, that after a ſhort 
time any of them was to ceaſe. On the contrary, we 
have the ſame Evidence for their perpetual Duration, that 
we have for their firſt Inſtitution. 
And now let any impartially Judge, who do moſt truly 
aſſert Chriſt's Kingly Office, and the Prerogatives of his 
Crown? They who plead for his Inſtitution , and cloſely 
adhere thereunto, and to the Offices which he hath ap- 
pointed in his Church; or they, who make bold with his 
Inſtitution ; to abrogate the prime Office he inſtituted, as 
now long ſince antiquated and out of uſe; and that only 
upon a falſe and groundleſs Suppotition, that it was Extra- 
ordinary and Temporary. EE | 
The falſeneſs of which I have already ſhewed under my 
Third Head, and ſhall now repreſent briefly of what a 
dangerous conſequence it is to Religion, to alledge thar 
any of the Offices inſtituted by Chriſt, were Extraordinary 
and Temporary, appointed only to ſerve the Infancy and 
Firſt Conſtitution of the Church, but not to continue in it, 
when once conſtituted. This makes the Rule and Standard 
of our Religion uncertain and unfixed, and opens a Gap 
to all Errors: At this rate, and upon the ſame pretence, 
'Duakers, and others, caſt off the Goſpel Inſtitutions of 
Holy Orders, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, &c. for, ſay they, 
theſe were .only Temporary Ordinances ; but now all the 
Lord's People are Holy, they are all Prophets, the Maniteſta- 
tion of the Spirit, which is given unto all, hath out-dated 
all theſe Rudimentary Elements. 5 
If any, thus principled, could but gain ſuch an aſcen- 
dant over the Populace, as to inſpire them · with this Noti- 
on, and thereby influence them as much againſt the Order 
of Presbyters,as they have been againſt that of Biſhops; What 
ſhould then become of Order in the Church, or any Goſ- 
pel Ordinance ? God forbid! That any ſuch wild Caprice 
ſhould ever ſeize on Chriſtian People; but I make the 
Suppoſition, to repreſent thereby the dangerous Conſe- 
quence of that Principle, Thar ſome of. Chriſt's Inſtitutions 
: : Wes 
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were but Temporary : For it may be impfoved as much, and 
on 2s. 7 nnd againſt the Office of a Presbyter, yea, 
againft the poſitive Inſtitutions of the Goſpel , as againſt 
the Office of a Biſhop; and there may come ſuch an un- 
happy Juncture, when one as well as another, and all as 
well as one, may thus come to be thought unneceſſary. For 
alas, if the Trutli may be told, tis greatly to be feared 
that not only the Office of Biſhops, but of all Paſfors, yea, a 
the Sacred Infiituritns of Chrift , are become intolerable un- 
to too many Carnal Libertines, who want but a favourable . 
Opportunity to vent their Minds, and ſay , Come, let ns 
break their Bonds aſunder, and caſt away their Cords from ws. 
How will they be able to Anſwer God , or their own 
Conſciences for it? Who have ſolemnly combined toge- 
ther to ruin and overthrow that Order, ſettled by Chrift 
in his Church, and have left no Stone unturned, in their 
reſtleſs Endeavours, to bring the Sacred "Offices of Biſhops, 
and Paſtors Miniſtring under their Inſpection and Govern- 
ment, into perpetual Contempt; and having-induſtriouf] 
ſet themſelves to oppoſe and fruftrate all their' Goſpel Ad. 
miniſtrations; and not only to alienate the Minds of poor 
ſimple People from their Lan ful Governors and Paſtors , but 
with Noife and Clamour, and bitrer Invectibes, to inſpire 
them with the higheſt ern to commit the moſt 


. > 


- horrid Outrages on their Sacred Perfons, as good Service 
done to God; and all 1 no other Accoumt, but their 
-firm adherence unto the Inſtitutiom of Joh CBriſt. 


Father, forgive them , they know not what they do: Lord la, 
, this ip eek gy, + nercifully open e $4.4 
hoy may ſte the Evil of their ways, and may be converted to the 

Way of Truth and Godlineſs , Peace and Charity, Unity and Or 
Ar, and Etermally Saved > Through Feſas Chriſt ou. Lord. Now 
unto GOD the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, be Glory 
OO ã CS — 
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